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TOPICS

• DIMS: District Attorney 
Information Management 
System
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DIMS
• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING PROGRAM

– QUICKER INTAKE PROCESS
• CAN CALL FROM THE SCENE
• IF DECLINE 

– DO NOT NEED TO WORK UP WARRANT
– DO NOT TO TAKE TO STATION

• IF ACCEPT 
– WORK PAPERWORK UP 
– HAVE CASE REVIEWED
– BOOK DEFENDANT INTO JAIL
– IMMEDIATE PRESENTATION TO DA’S OFFICE
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DIMS
• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING 

PROGRAM
– What is a DIMS case

• DEFENDANT IS IN CUSTODY
• WARRANTLESS ARREST SITUATION
• CASE IS READY
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DIMS

• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING PROGRAM
– What is a DIMS case

• DEFENDANT IS IN CUSTODY
• WARRANTLESS ARREST SITUATION

– Chapter 14 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
– Arrest Without Warrant
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Chapter 14 – Arrest Without Warrant

1. Presence or view of officer
2. Suspicious places or circumstances
3. Protective order violations
4. Preventing consequences of theft
5. Family Violence Incidents… 
6. Fleeing felons
7. Interference with emergency phone calls
8. Defendant making an admissible confession to a felony
9. Fugitives from another state.
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DIMS
• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING PROGRAM

– What is a DIMS case
• DEFENDANT IS IN CUSTODY
• WARRANTLESS ARREST SITUATION
• CASE IS READY

– No further investigation needed
– No further work needs to be done
– Most misd and simple felonies
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DIMS
from the 

– El Paso Police Department, 
– El Paso County Sheriff Dept., 
– University of Texas at El Paso Police 

Department
– El Paso Community College Police 

Department
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DIMS
• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING 

PROGRAM
– What we can do:

• Accept
• Decline
• Regular Route
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DIMS
• DA – 24 HOUR SCREEENING 

PROGRAM
– What we can do:

• Accept
– Clerk Runs a rap
– ADA prepares charging paragraph
– Bond
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Setting the Bond Amount
• The officer will set a reasonable bond pursuant to 

TCCP, Arts. 17.20 and 17.22.
• The bond will be based upon the Recommended 

Bond Schedule established by the El Paso County 
Council of Judges

• The officer may consider the defendant’s criminal 
history, and any applicable multipliers (felony 
offenses) in setting a reasonable bond.
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Resources
Evaluating the Impact of Direct Electronic Filing in Criminal 
Cases- Full Report:
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/31118/direct-filing.pdf

Evaluating the Impact of Direct Electronic Filing in Criminal 
Cases- Executive Summary: 
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/34553/Executive-Summary-7-12-
06.pdf

Direct Electronic Filing in Criminal Cases: Closing the Paper 
Trap- Presentation:
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/34550/070424_ClosingPaper_Pre
sentation_FINAL.pdf

http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/31118/direct-filing.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/34553/Executive-Summary-7-12-06.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/34550/070424_ClosingPaper_Presentation_FINAL.pdf


.

District Attorney Jaime Esparza, 34th Judicial District; Serving El Paso, Culberson and Hudspeth Counties

Questions????



DISTRICT A TTORNEY’S OFFICE
PA PERLESS FILE SYSTEM

EL PA SO COUNTY

The Portal

P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  T H E
T E X A S  I N D I G E N T  D E F E N S E  C O M M I S S I O N

S E P T E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 1 7
A U S T I N ,  T E X A S



The Portal

 What is the Portal?
 State’s file accessible via the internet



The Portal

 Who can use the Portal?
 Attorneys in good standing with the State Bar of Texas
 Who register online and
 Attend a brief training at the DA’s Office



The Portal

 Which cases can a defense attorney access via the 
Portal?
 Only cases where attorney is the attorney of record



The Portal

 What information can a defense attorney find on the 
Portal?
 Police reports
 Media  Photo, Videos, Audio Recordings
 Records  Phone, Business, Judgments, Pen Packets,  Lab 

Reports, etc.
 Court’s file
 Hearing dates
 Plea Recommendation
 Defendant’s local criminal history



The Portal

 How does a defense attorney access new cases for 
clients?
 Email request to DAPortal@epcounty.com

mailto:DAPortal@epcounty.com


The Portal

 How long does it take a registered defense attorney 
to gain access to a case on the Portal?
 Within 24-48 hours of emailed request
 From business day to business day



The Portal

 What are the criteria to access a case on the Portal?
 Defense attorney must be a registered Portal user
 Defense attorney must request access to the case
 DA’s office verifies the following information:

 Attorney is the attorney of record
 Case has been filed
 Defendant has been arrested or arraigned in El Paso



The Portal

 What about new information on the case?
 Portal pulls in real time
 Latest information displayed with each login



The Portal

 Let’s take a look!
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The Portal

 2009 – Started development with County ITD
 2011 – Defense given access
 2014 – Michael Morton
 2015 – Paperless on Misdemeanor Cases
 2016 – Started paperless on Felony Cases
 2017 – Portal upgrade
 2017 – Felony Cases paperless (except special units)



The Portal

Lori Hughes – Trial Division Chief
lhughes@epcounty.com
915-546-2059 ext. 3051

mailto:lhughes@epcounty.com


The Portal

P@$$w0rd!

https://apps.epcounty.com/securegate/


The Portal

Lori Hughes – Trial Division Chief
lhughes@epcounty.com
915-546-2059 ext. 3051

mailto:lhughes@epcounty.com
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