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Breaking through perceived Law/Social Work Divide
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LAW

Adversarial process

Protect legal rights

Individual rights

Address legal problem
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Focus on outcome

Value prof. autonomy
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Value prof. collaboration




Building Social Work Into Criminal
Defense Practice

Understanding the
Range of
Social Work

Advocacy

Advocates (not clinicians)

Support and educate clients in
navigating case and intersecting systems

Individualized assessment and client-
centered referrals to community resources

Investigation into psychosocial history
to provide to advance legal goals

Advocate with service providers,
adversaries, judges, & jails

Support communication with clients with cognitive or
psychiatric disabilities, substance use issues, those with
significant trauma histories and clients currently in crisis




Best practices building a collaborative
relationship

Capacity
and
Communication

Determine capacity & target social
work advocacy

Early Referrals

Initial meeting to develop strategy of
the case

Case conferences built into social work
practice

System for ongoing communication

Post representation feedback about
the collaboration




Referral
Essentials

Client Information

Name: Jane Smith
Address:_TCCC
Phone No.:

Client Language Needs: English
Custody Status:In

Criminal Cause: D-1-DC-16-123456; D-1-DC-16-123478; C-1-CR-16-234567 C-1-CR-16-345678
Current Charge(s) (Please attach copy of charging instrument and PC Affidavit):

Assault Public Servant

Assault FV w/previous conviction

Assault

Resisting arrest

Next setting:  12/20/2016

Court: Mag and CC8- MH docket
Urgency: High

Due Date: 12/20/2016 for bond

Type of Referral:
Mental Health Program/Placement, Substance Use Program/Placement, Bond Advocacy, Mitigation

Attorney Goal:

My dlient wants to get out of jail but has no place to go — need help advocating for bond and coming up with a
bond plan, may include a shelter or sober living situation. Client needs mental health care or dual diagnosis
treatment. Also need mitigation for plea negotiations.

Attorney Information

Name: Erin Shinn
Phone No.: 5125551234 Email Address: erin@erinshinnlaw.com
Date of Request: 12/02/2016 09:57:59




Defense lawyers and social workers can work
together — and the sooner the better for our clients!




