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Value prof. autonomy 
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Enhance client well‐being
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Advocates (not clinicians)

Support and educate clients in 
navigating case and intersecting systems

Individualized assessment and client‐
centered referrals to community resources

Investigation into psychosocial history 
to provide  to advance legal goals
Advocate with service providers, 
adversaries, judges, & jails
Support communication with clients with cognitive or 
psychiatric disabilities, substance use issues, those with 
significant trauma histories and clients  currently in crisis

Building Social Work Into Criminal 
Defense Practice

Understanding the 
Range of 
Social Work
Advocacy



Determine capacity & target social 
work advocacy

Early Referrals

Initial meeting to develop strategy of 
the case
Case conferences built into social work 
practice 

System for ongoing communication

Post representation feedback about 
the collaboration

Best practices building a collaborative  
relationship

Capacity 
and 
Communication



Referral 
Essentials



Defense lawyers and social workers can work 
together – and the sooner the better for our clients!


