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Joel Lieurance, Policy Monitor
Texas Indigent Defense Commission
209 West 14™ Street, Room 202
Austin, TX 78701

Re:  Responses to the June 11, 2013, Review of Gaines County’s Indigent Defense System as
applied to the 106" District Court, Gaines County, Texas

Dear Mr. Lieurance:

In response to the report of the monitoring review of Gaines County’s indigent processes,
I am addressing each of the recommendations that applies to the District Court.

<

‘Core Requirement 4. Appoint counsel promptly.

Recommendation 3: Gaines County and the 106" District Court must implement
procedures to ensure that determinations of indigence in felony cases fall within the time frames
set by the FDA.”

The Indigent Defense Plan for the 106™ District Court includes specific provisions for
prompt magistration and assistance in completing the necessary forms for requesting appointment
of counsel. Included as a part of these provisions is the statement as follows: “The magistrate shall,
within 24 hours, transmit the felony defendant’s ‘Request for Appointment of Counsel and
Determination of Indigence’ to the District Judge.” Transmit means to send or transfer from one
person or place to another. Except on rare occasion, the requesting defendant has an attorney
appointed on the same day the request is received in the District Judge’s office, and with the
exception of weekends or holidays, that is the next day after the request is transmitted.

I do not understand exactly how the monitor arrived at the figures presented in the
Monitoring Review Report. No one discussed with me anything about the determination of
indigence or the timely appointment of counsel. In our office files we keep the requests for
appointed counsel. No one reviewed these. In Gaines County we have many defendants who
initially indicate that they or their family are intending to retain an attorney and do not want to ask
for an appointed attorney. Some of these defendants later request an appointed attorney. One of
my questions is how the date of the request for counsel was determined.

DAWSON GAINES GARZA

LYNN
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I will speak with the appropriate officials in Gaines County to be sure they understand and
will follow the provisions in the Indigent Defense Plan for assistance in completing the necessary
forms for requesting appointed counsel and for transmitting them to the District Court.

“Core Requirement 5. Institute a fair, neutral and non-discriminatory attorney selection
process.

Recommendation 8: The parties to the contract for felony defense services must follow
the terms of the contract according to the contract’s cascload limitations. Excessive caseloads
could compromise the quality of representation provided for indigent clients.”

The 106" District Court is very lenient toward indigent defendants and appoints counsel for
defendants with annual average income up to and including 200% of the Federal poverty guidelines,
which substantially exceeds the 125% requirement set out by the State.

Except on rare occasion, the Court appoints counsel the same day the Court receives an
application requesting appointed counsel. Because of the prompt appointment of counsel following
request, many times a defendant retains counsel within a few days after having counsel appointed.
Also, in numerous cases, appointed counsel immediately withdraws because of a legal conflict
discovered during the initial intake interview. These cases, although the appointed attorney’s
representation is brief) are counted in the appointed attorney’s caseload.

The 106" District Court also may appoint counsel in the interest of justice when a defendant
wants to proceed with his case more quickly than he can retain an attorney or for some other
justifiable reason. There are times when this happens during arraignment in open court. In these
cascs, at the defendant’s request, the appointed attorney’s representation may be very brief but still
count in his caseload.

As stared in your Monitoring Review Report dated June 11, 2013, “The NAC standards are
a good starting point in assessing caseloads but should not be accepted as universal standards.” The
provision of criminal defense services does not lend itself to pure numerical analysis. Arbitrary
standards set outside the Court’s discretion infringe on the independence of the judiciary. The judge
sitting in a case is in the best position to evaluate and determine if an attorney’s quality of
representation is compromised. This can occur with a retained attorney as well as with an appointed
attorney. I have removed attorneys from the appointment list when I felt that the attorney did not
provide the quality of representation that the court expects. 1 have never felt that the contracting
attorney’s representation fell below that which the court expects. In fact, because of the priority that
the contracting attorney places on his work as appointed counsel in this court, I have found that his
representation of clients is more timely, efficient, and many times exceeds the quality and
effectiveness of other attorneys, appointed or retained.
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Late in 2011, this court felt harassed and pressured by Fiscal Monitor Carol Conner to add
additional language about caseload limitations to our contracts. In response to that pressure, I added
the language, “the ABA’s recommended caseload limitations,” to our contracts. That specific
language will be removed from future contracts and more appropriate language will be added that
requires the judge to monitor caseloads to determine if the quality and effectiveness of representation
is compromised in any manner.

“Recommendation 9: The County must ensure that procedures are in place to meet the
requirements of 1 TAC § 174.25 and Article 26.05(c) so that itemized fee vouchers are submitted
and approved by the appointment authority prior to payment by the financial officer.”

To comply, the District Judge will ensure that fee vouchers for the District Court are
submitted to the judge for approval prior to payment by the financial officer.

A copy of a letter dated February 10, 2012, that I wrote to Wesley Shackelford, Deputy
Director/Special Counsel, Texas Indigent Defense Commission, addressing this same issue is
enclosed.

Sincerely,

P,

Carter T. Schildknecht
106" Judicial District Judge

Enclosure: Letter dated February 10, 2012, to Wesley Shackelford

< The Honorable Lance Celander, Gaines County Judge
Mr. Rick Dollahan, Gaines County Auditor
The Honorable Tammy Clark, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1
The Honorable B. W. Baucum, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2
Mr. Arthur Aguilar, Jr., Contract Defender
Mr. James D. Bethke, Executive Director, Texas Indigent Defense Commission
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February 10, 2012 @ Y

Mr. Wesley Shackelford
Deputy Director/Special Counsel
via fax: 512-463-5724

Re:  Contract Defender Program / Dawson, Gaines, Garza, Lynn Counties
Dear Mr. Shackelford:

L am writing in response to your letter to Arthur Aguilar, Jr. dated January 27, 2012,
which was copied to me. T hope that this letter will help you to understand the program and
the contracts berween Mr. Aguilar and the four counties in the 106™ Judicial District,
Previously I have provided to Carol Conner all materials requested by her and have discussed
this program and contract at length with you by telephone and also with Jim Bethke in person
in my office during a visit on January 12, 2012.

It appears to me that because our program does not fit the mold that other counties are
using, there is either an inability or unwillingness to understand how our program satisfies the
requirements of CCP 26.05 and TAC §§174.10 - 174.25.

I have thoroughly reviewed CCP 26.05 and the TAC §174 provisions. When the
contracts are issued for 2013, I am willing to amend the language by adding the provision you
request covering submitting a fee voucher to me prior to payment. I will do that to comply
with the requirements even though my position is that it is already satisfied by the contract
language as it exists. A voucher is a document that serves to recognize a liability and authorize
the disbursement of cash that shows on its face the fact, authority, and purpose of
disbursement. A careful reading of item number 4 in our contract shows that payment is
determined by services performed during the prior year as itemized in the year-end report
required in item number 9 of our contract. By signing cach contract as the appointing
authority when it is presented to each commissioners court, I am approving that payment
according to the services that had been itemized to me as required in item number 9.

GAINES GARZA

LYNN
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Nowhere in CCP 26.05 or TAC §§174.10 - 174.25 can I find the requirement for a
monthly voucher. The only time I find the word “monthly” is in Texas Government Code
§71.0351 referred to in TAC §174.10(5), which provides for reports to be sent to the OCA
“on a monthly, quarterly, or annual basis.” However, §71.0351 was repealed effective
September 1, 2011. Our county financial officers report to me that they currently receive all
the information they need from Mr. Aguilar to complete their indigent defense expenditure
reports.

Please understand that from the inception of the Texas Fair Defense Act, this court and
the counties covered by it have taken very seriously our legal and ethical obligations to provide
legal representation for indigent defendants and to pay counsel appropriately for those services.
This is and should be the guiding principle behind indigent defense policies and standards.

Sincerely, A

(
!

"""""" Carrer T. Schildknechrt

C: Jim Bethke, Executive Director,
Texas Indigent Defense Commission - via fax 512-463-5724
Arthur Aguilar, Jr. - via fax 806-687-3502

DAWSON GAINES GARZA LYNN
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TEXAS iNDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION
209 WEST 14™ STREET, ROOM 202
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

RE: RESPONSES TQ THE JUNE 2013 REVIEW OF GAINES COUNTY'S INDIGENT DEFENSE SYSTEM AS
APPLIED TO THE COUNTY LEVEL MISDEMEANOR COURT, GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS.

MR LIEURANCE:

| AM ADDRESSING EACH OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT APPLIES TO MISDEMEANOR COURT,
IN RESPONSE TG THE REPORT OF THE MONITORING REVIEW OF GAINES COUNTY'S INDIGENT

PROCESSES.

CORE REQUIREMENT 1. CONDUCT PROMPT AND ACCURATE MAGISTRATION PROCEEDINGS.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1: GAINES COUNTY MUST IMPLEMENT PROCEDURES TO ENSURE ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THE
NECESSARY FORMS FOR REQUESTING COUNSEL AT THE TIME OF THE ARTICLE 15,17 HEARING.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED HIGHLIGHTED FORM WHICH IS DATED AT THE TIME OF A MAGISTRATE HEARING
AND A REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL AND DETERMINATION OF INDIGENCE FORM {SEE
ATTACHMENT “A” AND “8”, | REVIEWED THE PROCESS WITH THE HEAD JAIL ADMINISTRATOR AND THE
PROCESS OF ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THE FORM IS DONE BY SPECIFIC YAl PERSONNEL BEFORE
BONDING QUT,

CORE REQUIREMENT 4. APPQINT COUNCEIL PROMPTLY.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

4: GAINES COUNTY MUST IMPLEMENT PROCEDURES TG ENSURE THMELY DETERMINATIONS OF
INDIGENCE IN MISDEMEANOR CASES. IN PARTICULAR, THE COURT MUST RULE UPON ALL REQUESTS
FOR COUNSEL.

SEE SEVERAL ATTACHED HIGHLIGHTED INDIGENCE REQUESTS. ATTACHMENTS “C” “D* “E”,

5,6, 7: PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT “F”. THIS WILL BE PRESENTED IN ALL FUTURE PRETRIAL HEARINGS
OF ALL MISDEMEANCR COURT WITH SIGNATURES FROM EACH DEFENDANT BEFORE THE STATE'S
PROSECUTOR IS ALLOWED TO TALK TO DEFENDANT(S).



CORE REQUIREMENT 6. PROMULGATE STANDARD ATTORNEY FEE SCHEDULE AND PAYMENT
PROCESS.

THE COUNTY MAKING SURE THAT PROCEDURES ARE IN PLACE TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF 1

TAC 174.25 AND ARTICLE 26.059(c) SO THAT ITEMIZED FEE VOUCHERS ARE SUBMITTED AND APPROVED
BY THE APPOINTING AUTHCRITY PRIOR TO PAYMENT BY THE FINANCIAL OFFICER.

SEE ATTACHMENTS “G”, WHICH IS OQUR ATTORNEY LISTS I THE PUBLIC DEFENDER HAS A CONFLICT AND
SEE ATTACHMENTS “H" “4" “J* EXAMPLES OF SIGNED FEE VOUCHERS ON MY BEHALF AFTER

PLEA AGREEMENT/DISPOSED CASE(S).

SINCERELY,

LANCE T. CELANDER

GAINES COUNTY JUDGE



NO.

THE STATE OF TEXAS COUNTY COURT ]
Vs,
* | GAINES COUNTY,TX |

Certificate of Defendant’s Rights Article 16,17, Toxas Code of Criminal F'rocoﬂure |
{ {
1. You are accused of the offense of: A

2, The accusation filed against you is supported by a o complaint, o affidavit, or v warrant signed by:

3, You have the right to retain counsei. You have the right to request the appointment of counsel if you
can not afford counsel. If you can not afford counsel and desire to request the appointment of counsel,
you must complete a form under oath which will be used to determine if you qualify for the appointment
of counsel. You will be provided reasenable assistance In filling out this form, if you deslre. You have the
right to have an attorney present during any interview with peace officers or attorneys representing the state,
You have the right to terminate any such interview at any time.

4. You have the right to remain silent.
5. 1f you are accused of a felony offense, you have the right to an examining trial before indictment.
6. You are not required to make a statement and any statement made by you may be used against you,

7. You will be allowed reasonable time and opportunity to consuit with counsel.

“ CERTIFICATE

This is to cerify that |, the undersigned Judge/Magistrate of the above styled and numbered cause of all

rights guaranteed the Defendant under Article 15.17 of theof the rights guaranteed the Defendant under Article 15.17
of the Texas Code of Criminal Progedure; and that | further Informed the Defendant of the right to request
appointment of counsel, and | asked the Defendant whether the Defendant wanted to request the appointment

of counsel. The Defendart did, did not, request appointment of counsel.
Done OClock, A M. on the 21ST Day of JULY, 2013,
COUNTY JUDGE
Bond setat$
COUNTY COURT

GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS

I atknowledge that | was given the above warnings and that | undergtand my rights as explained {0 me
in writing.
ACCUSED: DATE:

Accused refused to sign acknowledgment or warning. COUNTY JUDGE

AT

——-—-—.._“_,n___““ﬂm & ..\"
NGt
. T OF W-«-@;ﬁf’ COUNTY COURT

Semingle, Texas 79360 GAINES CQUNTY, TEXAS
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REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL AND DETERMINATION OF INDIGENCE

“Onthis ___ day of , 20___, T have beeh ndvised by aMagistm:e of Gaines County, Texas of my right to representation
; by coiinse! in the trial Al of ¢ the chinrge pending a%ﬁmst me. T am wilhoit means to empToy counsel of my own choosmg, so 1 hereby request that tlxe
L court appoint counss! for me. I am chargcd witha Class ___ Mlsdcmeanorf -Degree Felony.”

. Chargse: - ' Cause #: Bending Company:
Printed Name! :

QUESTIONNAIRE CONCERNING FINANCIAL RESOURCES

A person who requests a determinatlon of Indigence and appointment of counse! shall complete under oath the following questions
concerning hisfer financial resources and, if requested, must respond under oath to exemination regarding his financlal resowrces by the judge

responsible for determining whether the person s indigent,
Sex: Date of Birth_ / / Citizenship:

Name:
Maiden Name: Alias/Nickname: . DL# S5#
Do You ___ Own Rent How long at current address?

Address:
{(Physica) Address).
Live Wit : Relntlonship: Phene # Cell #
Previous Address;
(Paysical Address) (City, County, State, Zip)

Yrs Margied

Marital Status;__Single _ Married _ Separated  Diverced / Spouse's Name
Names &nd Ages of dependents living with you

Current Oocupation How long? Employer

.Supervisor's Name Title

Address Phone #
(Physicsl Address) (City, County, State, Zip}

Phene #

Previous Employer
Address

(Physical Address) (City, County, State, Zip)

Your Current Health Conditlon
Are you or your dependents carrently receiving __ Food Stamps __ Medicald _ TANF __ Public Housing _ Supplemental Social Security

List sources of inceme & average annual amounts ; List your outstanding obligations and batances due
A. Take home wages and/or salary M A, Mortgages 3
B: Net Self Employment Income - S H
C. Govemment Frogram Income s B. Auto Loans 5.
D, Unemployment/Disability/Retirement Income § $
E. Alimony/Child Suppart Income | S €. Other Loans $
F. Annuities/Dividends/Interest income b3 3
G. Rental/Royelty Incame 5 D. Credit Cards H
H. TrustBstateIncome b H
1. Available Spouse Income §. E. Child Support $
List alf assets/property owned end value 3
A, Real Estate b List yout necessary living expenses
$ A, House Mortgage/Rent $
B, Automobiles S B. Utilitles 3
5 C. Food 5
C. Cash/Bank Accounts $ D. Medigal H
) B, Child Care H
D, Stogk/Bond 3 ¥, Transportation $
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES
“Fswear / affirm that the foregoing ahswers concerning my financiad resources ars trie end correct.”
Signeture
Subscribed and swom to before me on Frint Nm.n;o

Notary Public, State of Texas/Magistrate



REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSELAND DETERMINATION OF INDIGENCE § -4~ 3

“On this 2 day of Ag ﬁﬁ k-, 20_}_3}! have been advised by a Magisirate of Gaines County, Texas oi‘my_n'ght fo representation
by cobnsel in the trin of the charge perding agflnst mé, I am withott means to employ counsel of my own choosing, so I herehy request that the
T ot i 1 i . .

i @)@ ‘ ol saienment o Tisove o
+ court appoint ; sommbusntndta Sloos e olritronn b o Dagees Pole i
urt appi = ;2:%_\;\. e a,?; g‘:i el el —
Charge: e
Printed Name: e

AR e

S s = : : . b o
A persei who requests a determination of indigence and appointment of counsel shalt wmﬁl\'é"c &"’ngolio\v{ng questiors
d, if requested, tust respond under oath to examination regarding his financial resources by the judge
o dun Adn ams i .

% i iy o e

e 3 - %,

List sources of income & average annual amounts ;

ist your outstanding obligatl

A. Take home wages wnd/or salary A. Mortgages
B! Net 5¢lf Empioyment Income )
C. Government Program Income B. Auto Loans

D, UnemploymentD{sability/Retirement Income
E. Alimony/Child Support Income |
F, Annuities/DividendsTInierest Income
G. Rental/Royaity Income
H. Trust/Bstate Jncome
1. Availuble Spouse Income
List all assete/property owned and value

C. Qther Loens

D. Credit Cards

E. Chjld Sppport "N e L
Cnoldgooval

&% 8 L3 5 Y RA LA L oY

A. Real Estate s st your necassary [iving expenscs
$ A, House Mortgage/Rent S
B, Automobiles 'S B. Utllitles 5
Ll C. Food : )
C, Cash/Bank Accounts s D, Medicel $
3 E. Child Cars S
D. Stock/Bond 3 . Transportation S
STATE OF TEXAS :
COUNTY QF QAINES

*'T swear / effirm that the foregoing answers concerning my financlal resources
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CAUSE NO.
THE STATE OF TEXAS §  INTHE COUNTY COURT
VS § OF
GUILLERMO ANDRADE §  GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS

APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL

CAME TO HAND on the 6™ day of AUGUST, 2013, Defendant’s
Application for Court-Appointed Counsel. The Court, upon reviewing said
Application, finds, Defendant, GUILLERMO ANDRADE, has no attorney
and is wholly destitute of means to hire one. Therefore, the Court now
appoints, Donnell W. Yandell, a duly licensed Attorney at the bar of this

couhty to represent Defendant herein,

s Tl —

LANAE T. CELAND R, County Judge
Gaines County, Texas

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES

I, VICKI PHILLIPS, Clerk of County Court for the County of Gaines, Texas, certify that
the above is true and correct copy of the Court’s Order Appointing Counsel in the above entitled
and numbered cause, as it appears of record in the papers of said cause.

WITNESS MY H. AND SEAL OF OFFICE AT Seminole, Gaines County, Texas,

this ZDSL'( day of ; /{éf ,Q—ﬂ/g

3473 ED Tt L&F@kr@/ﬁéé&a@

Vicki Phittips, Gounty Clerk Clerk, County Court

Galnes County, Texas Gaines County, Texas



: . : LT3
: REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL AND DETERMINATION OF INDIGENCE q*"/

.} have been advised by a Maglsiﬂ:c of Galnes County, Texas of my right to representation
am withotit medns 1o employ counse] of my own choosing, so I hereby request that the

T,

— 20__,
g against me.
o

4

.
5 é‘éﬁf& 5
o

Are you or yur

Llst sources of income & average annual amounts ;
A. Take home wages and/or salary b}
B! Net Sclf Employmnent [ncome 3
C. Government Program Income 55
D. Unemployment/Disability/Retirement Income §,
E, Alimony/Child Support Income | H
F. Annultes/Dividends/Interest Income §
G. Rental/Royalty Income §
H. Trust/EstateIncome
1. Avatlsble Spouse Income

List all nssepmpcm ovned snd value

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES
*'I swear / affirm that the foregoing answers concerning my financial resources

Signatur

- Print Na
Subseribed and swomn to before me on Ny, / ¥ l% "
[

Gleln Nongs- k

Notary Public, Statc of Tcxadani:é{c




CAUSE NO.

THE STATE OF TEXAS § IN THE COUNTY COURT

Vs § OF
. MANAKA ROSEMOND §  GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS
APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL

CAME TO HAND on the 16™ day of JULY, 2013, Defendant’s
Application for Court-Appointed Counsel. The Court, upon reviewing said
Application, finds, Defendant, MANAKA ROSEMOND, has no attorney
and is wholly destitute of means to hire one. Therefore, the Court now

appoints, Donnell w. Yandell, a duly licensed Attorney at the bar of this

Ko T

LANCE T. CELANDER, County Judge
Gaines County, Texas

county to represent Defendant herein.

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES

I, VICKI PHILLIPS, Clerk of County Court for the County of Gaines, Texas, certify that
the above is true and correct copy of the Court’s Order Appointing Counsel in the above entitled
and numbered cause, as it appears of record in the papers of said cause.

WITNESS MY AND SEAL OF OFFICE AT Seminole, Gaines County, Texas,

this ”PM day of /

Lot 0ot m%
ic«i Philfips, County Clerk
Gaines County, Texas - S:;l;s%);::gyc'?::as

Chml B
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REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL-AND DETERMINATION OF INDIGENCE LT
20_[571 have been agvised by s Magistrate of Galnes Cﬁmty, ‘Texes of my right to representation

st me. I am yithoii} means to employ counsel of my own choosing, so Theteby request that the
SRRy ” mf T 2 .

7 N S
£ L B
A S S

" “Onthls dayof | A LAV IA
/by cbitnsel [n the tri8] of the cha idnding

Charge:
Printed Nani#

QUESTIONN

t Gelf B ployment Income
C. Government Program ncome
. UnemploymenvDisebility/Retirement Income
E. Alimony/Child Support Income
F. Annulties/Dividends/Interest Income
G, RentalRoyalty Income
H. Trust/Estate.Income
1. Available Spouse Income
List all esscte/property owned and value

205 04 LY 6r et oy o

A, Real Estate S ecossary living expanses
Kl ouse Mortgage/Rent
B. Autemobiles $ lities
$
C. Cash/Bank Accounts §
S
D. SrocirBond s
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES .
"I swear / affirm that the foregoing answaors concerning my financial resources uf;
- Signatore _ i
h Print Name
Subscribed and sworn 10 before me on -»%UJQ(/}’ (9"’1 , 20
‘ G— | :
) Odgg—

No Public, State af exas/Magistrate

Notary Fublic

STATE OF TEXAS
My Comm. Exp. Oct. 2, 2014

Bicol  Quly 26, 2003
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CAUSE NO.

W E I
THE STATE OF TEXAS § IN THE COUNTY COURT

Vs OF
ANGELA GARDNER § GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS

“on

APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL

CAME TO HAND on the 29™ day of JULY, 2013, Defendant’s
Application for Court-Appointed Counsel. The Court, upon reviewing said
Application, finds, Defendant, ANGELA GARDNER, has no attorney and is
wholly destitute of means to hire one. Therefore, the Court now appoints,

Donnell W. Yandell, a duly licensed Attorney at the bar of this county to

P2

LANC]‘: T. CELANDER, County Judge
Gaines County, Texas

represent Defendant herein.

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF GAINES

I, VICKI PHILLIPS, Clerk of County Court for the County of Gaines, Texas, certify that
the above is true and correct copy of the Court's Order Appointing Counsel in the above entitled
and numbered cause, as it appears of record in the papers of said cause.

WITNESS MY AND SEAL OF OFFICE AT Seminole, Gaines County, Texas,

this A%dayof U “—g% ' gQ Zhs

] ILE
7\'@3%{15;3 Coﬁty%ﬁc (/Z/L @@(ﬁpwm

Gaines County, Texas Clerk, County Court

Gaines County, Texas




CAUSE NO.

M F
THE STATE OF TEXAS IN THE COUNTY COURT
VS OF

GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS

Options for Arraignment Preceedings

QOPTION 1: If you want to hire an attorney, come forward and 1 will
consider continuing you in your present appearance bond and set a date for trial,’

OPTION 2: If you want to have an attorney appointed for you because you
are indigent, then you will need to fill out the appropriate form to prove your need.
All requests for appointment of counsel shali be promptly reviewed and determined
by the County Judge.

OPTION 3: If you want to waive your right to an attorney and continue the
arraignment proceeding, you may then consult with the County Attorney and
voluntarily discuss your case with him before entering a plea in your case.

In the event you decide to plea “Not Guilty” after discussing your case with the
County Attorney, you may still (1) hire an attorney or (2) apply for an appointed
attorney.

I fully understand the options as explained to me and choose the option I initialed. I
choose this option voluntarily.

Defendants Signature :

Date :




If yes, why?

Date

Cases Appointeu to Caprock Regional Public Defenuer Office
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Cases Appointeu (o Caprock Regional Public Defenuer Office

Defendant

Date
Assigned | Refused?

ifyes, why?
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Cases Appointeu co Caprock Regional Public Defenuer Office ”6— "

Date
Assigned | Refused? If yes, why?
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